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the United States conducting a more effective diplomatic
operation. At the Munich Security Conference in February,
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo gave an impassioned speech
about the need to defeat the Islamic State. “lts organizations
and its networks are deep into every country, and its reach
has not been contained,” he declared. The speech was widely
praised in diplomatic circles and among political
commentators. It contrasted sharply with Pompeo’s previous
statements on the Islamic State, which many viewed as
dangerously naive. Critics of the speech said it amounted to
an admission that the Islamic State’s brand of “Salafism” —
which views modern civilization as a corruption of the
original, Islamic form of government — was more than just a
destructive cult of terrorists. They said his new rhetoric even
seemed to accept a basic premise of Islamic State ideology,
that modern states aren’t as great as the caliphate would
have been, and that many Muslims don’t recognize the
legitimacy of those governments. Heavily influenced by his
political aides, Pompeo later suggested that the Islamic State
was actually a “stateless,” terrorist network whose influence
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